
Learning Activity Template 
 
Title:  Heritage       
 
Curriculum:  Social Studies 
 
Grade-Level Span:  Third - Fifth      
 
PURPOSE: 
Students will understand how the arrival of immigrants helped shape our lives in the United 
States.      
 
DESCRIPTION:  
Within an overall unit about American heritage, using the Inspiration program and PowerPoint, 
students will organize information and design a PowerPoint presentation about the countries from 
which Americans have originated.  
 
 
ACTIVITIES 

 
CURRICULUM 
STANDARDS 

NETS 
PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS 
1. Students will brainstorm possible concepts related to a 
topic by creating map webs using paper.   

1A, B, C. 3A, B. 
5A, B, C. 6A. 
7A. (K-3)  
1F, G. 2A, B, C, 
D, E, G. 3F. 4B, 
C. 5A, B, C, D, 
E. (4-8)       

      

2. Following a study of immigration and heritage students 
will select a country to present.      

            

3. Students will collect information from print resources and 
the Internet.  

      3, 5      

4. Using computer software, such as Inspiration, students 
will design a web map showing the six key characteristics of 
their chosen countries.      

      4, 5      

5. Students will download their Inspiration presentation onto 
their school website.       

      4      

6. Students will transform their Inspiration information to be 
included in a PowerPoint presentation dealing with the 
overall unit about American heritage.      

      3, 4      

                  
                  
 
 
TOOLS AND RESOURCES: 
(List all Web sites, specific software and hardware, and other needs.) 
Inspiration software, Internet, PowerPoint, print information (books, etc.), interviews       
 
 



ASESSMENT: 
(How will you assess the students’ learning? If you have a rubric, record it here. Be as specific as 
possible.) 
Scoring system: 1 – 4 points 
Students will be scored on: 

Information: Knowledge of the subject, accuracy, completion 
Task: Following directions, demonstration of thought and organization 
Process: Teamwork  
Grammar and spelling: Correct 

 
      
CREDITS (INCLUDING CONTACT INFORMATION): 
(Record the names and e-mail addresses, if possible, of those who contributed to the development of 
this learning activity.) 
Bev Berntson     beverly.berntson@duluth.k12.mn.us 
Norliza Tarnowski     norliza.tarnowski@duluth.k12.mn.us 
Cyndi Venberg     cynthia.venberg@duluth.k12.mn.us 
Deb Berntson     deb.berntson@duluth.k12.mn.us 
      
COMMENTS: 
(Have you taught this learning activity before? What are the great ah ha’s/experiences you had?) 
This lesson has not been taught using Inspiration or PowerPoint before. It includes lessons using the 
Asian Cultural Specialist and Media Specialist.      
 
Used with permission of the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) National Educational Technology Standards (NETS) Project 
(http://www.iste.org or http://cnets.iste.org)  Contact:  Lajeane Thomas, Louisiana Tech University, P.O. Box 3161, Ruston, LA 71272;   Voice: 318 257-
3923  Email:  lthomas@latech.edu 


