L earning Activity Template

Title:Research the life and times of an older American

Curriuclum: Socia Studies/ English Research

Grade-Level Span: Grade 10-11

PURPOSE: To demonstrate the changesin the American people from the 1930’ sto today.

DESCRIPTION: The studentswill learn of thelife and times of an older adult and the many
changesthat have occurred in their life. The student must use many methods of resear ch;
including the net, books and journals, and especially one on oneinterviews.

NETS

ACTIVITIES CURRICULUM PERFORMANCE

STANDARDS INDICATORS
1. Define and show what Oral History isand itsimportance | U.S. History 1,2,345,6
in the research for this project. . N
2. Create a power point presentation showing the interesting | Same as above Same as above
adults in the community or area.
3. Create a power point presentation showing major Social Same as above Same as above
and historical events of the 30’'s, 40'sand 50’s.
4. Bring in avariety of books on the above centuries so the Sameasabove | Sameas
students can list important events of those times. above
5. Using only 10 questions they must interview an adult in Same as above Same as above
the building to practice the process.
6. Demonstrate the use of good websites in digging for Same as above Same as above

information on jobs, socia , styles, School, family, Etc.

TOOLSAND RESOURCES:

(List all Web sites, specific software and hardware, and other needs.)
Carlton County Historical Society, DMaria.com/timecap , Atlas.arcc.org and go to resources and to
“time capsule” geneology.about.com/interviewed/oral_history Marco Polo and go to “oral history”

Google and go to “local history interview”
interview skills and ideas

ASESSMENT:

University of Navada Las Vegas has some good

(How will you assess the students’ learning? If you have arubric, record it here. Be as specific as

possible.)

100 points: 50 for the research side of the final paper
25 pointsfor style
25 points for presentation to the class



CREDITS (INCLUDING CONTACT INFORMATION):
(Record the names and e-mail addresses, if possible, of those who contributed to the development of
this learning activity.)

COMMENTS:

(Have you taught this learning activity before? What are the great ah ha' s/experiences you had?)

Many of my students have commented on how this project was one of the best things they had donein
school. They enjoyed getting to know grand parents and older neighbors like they had never done
before. The interview process was the most eye opening to them. The stories and tales they heard were
new and added to their family lore. On the other side of the project was the thanks | received from the
“older adults” who enjoyed telling their stories and getting to re-live the “old” days.

The most important part of this project was to save history. The papers, tapes and videos were given to
the adults to keep for future generations.
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