
Learning Activity Template 
 
Title:  Signs and Symbols of American Politics  
 
Curriculum: Social Studies 
 
Grade-Level Span:  K-12 
 
PURPOSE: 
To show the historical connections between political practices and election terms  of the past and the 
present. 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Many of the words of our political vernacular have historical roots from the Jacksonian era and other 
periods of American history.  Words such as stump, platform, campaign, and etc. have been in use for 
many years.  We are using a power point presentation to demonstrate the origin and use of these words 
over time and today. 
 
ACTIVITIES 

 
CURRICULUM 
STANDARDS 

NETS 
PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS 
Key symbols and songs of the political process Civics and 

CitizenshipVII B 
 

Understand role and influence of political processes and 
organizations 

Civics and 
CitizenshipVII D 

 

 
TOOLS AND RESOURCES: 
(List all Web sites, specific software and hardware, and other needs.) 
www.rism.org/4324/glossary.htm  A glossary of election terms 
ASESSMENT: 
(How will you assess the students’ learning? If you have a rubric, record it here. Be as specific as 
possible.) 
Student presentations, role playing, multiple choice testing  
CREDITS (INCLUDING CONTACT INFORMATION): 
(Record the names and e-mail addresses, if possible, of those who contributed to the development of 
this learning activity.) 
Sara Cherne    sara@wrenshall.k12.mn.us 
Burnell Peterson      burnell@wrenshall.k12.mn.us 
Deb Rubesh                 drub@wrenshall.k12.mn.us 
Jaki Majeski     jaki@wrenshall.k12.mn.us 
 
COMMENTS: 
I have taught this lesson before, but not with powerpoint.  The visual makes the lesson more 
entertaining and therefore more interesting for the students. 
 
Used with permission of the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) National Educational Technology Standards (NETS) Project 
(http://www.iste.org or http://cnets.iste.org)  Contact:  Lajeane Thomas, Louisiana Tech University, P.O. Box 3161, Ruston, LA 71272;   Voice: 318 257-
3923  Email:  lthomas@latech.edu 


