Title Travel Plan Activity

Curriculum Middle School Geography

Grade Level Span 6-8

Purpose: Students will use a variety of resources to study the physical geography, cultural
geography, and history of a location or region to develop a virtual trip consisting of a Power

Point or travel poster.

Description: Teams of student will conduct a study of a particular location or region and
construct a power point/travel poster that will be part of a presentation on the physical, cultural
and historical aspects of the area that are representative of an actual trip/vacation.

Activities

Curriculum
Standards

NETS for Students

Conduct a brief discussion on vacation planning and what common trips may entail,
developing a brainstormed list, emphasizing physical, cultural, historical issues.

Divide the class into groups of three. Assign or have students choose aregion/location in
which to study according to ateacher-prepared list of options. Assign each member of the
group the job of: 1) Physical Geography, 2) Cultural Geography, or 3) Historical/ Place(s) of
Interest. Short discussion of plagiarism and its consequences.

Explain the project requirements to the students:

Each group will put together a presentation on an imaginary trip to real locations. In the
presentation the group must provide visual as well as oral information on their vacation
plans. The visual (power point, travel poster, etc.) must include:

1-Title of the location

2 — Map with the sites visited identified

3— Dates —the time of year as well as how long the trip will take (length as determined
appropriate by the teacher)

4— Sources must be cited (see worksheet A)

5— Present the information in an attractive/creative manner that will entice the
potential traveler

Within the group, each student is responsible for one of the three given aspects of the
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project (physical, cultural, historical).

Each student will find an activity or activities from within the region/location that focuses
on their aspect of study (physical, cultural, historical) to complete each of the following:

1- Provide a description of the area (example: physical geography would describe the
climate, vegetation, elevations, landforms,..)

2 - Plan an activity that revolves around their aspect (example: cultural may plan a day a
local museum, taking in the local markets, attend a folk music festival,...)

3 - Find appropriate lodging, transportation and meals for the day(s) of the activity
4 — Gather relevant materials as well as photographs, original works, or other written or
visual products that help to convey geographic information in an attractive manner for the

presentation.

5— Complete Worksheet A with source information.

Social Studies
Middle Level
1,2,3

ISTE Standards
2,3,4,5,6

Provide time and materials for the students to gather research.

Have students develop their visual presentation.

Allow each group time to give their presentation to their audience.

Worksheet A
Please list your sources

Books:

Periodicals/Newspapers:




Internet sites:

CD ROMs:

Other:
(Videotapes, etc.)

Tools and Resources
(List all Web sites, specific software and hardware needs)

Media Center materials (Atlases, encyclopedias, travel brochures, books, videos, CD-ROMs,...)




Accessto computerswith Internet capabilities, Power Point, scanners, color printer, word processng software

Art materials, such asmarkers, paint, tag board, glue, scissors, rulers, die-cut lettersor stencils, tracing paper, construction
paper,...

Suggested Websites:

Travelocity.com

Expedia.com

Amtrack.com

Greyhound.com

Nationalgeogr aphic.com

Assessment
(How will you assess the students’ learning? If you have a rubric, record it here. Be as specific as possible)

Grade Worksheet A (Point value and checklists left to the teacher’s discretion)

Grade the finished project. We suggest a separate point value for individual work, perhaps 50%, with a second final grade for the completed project
composed of the visual and oral presentation.

Authors (including contact information)

(Record the names and email addresses, if possible, of those who contributed to the development of this lesson sequence)
Heather Grimstad.

michaelg@superior-wi.com

George Olson
golson@isd381.k12.mn.us




Margaret Sharp
masharp12001@yahoo.com

Personal Account/Comments
(Have you taught this lesson sequence before? What are the great learning/experiences you had?)

George has done a version of this project for World Geography.

Project may be adjusted for any regional location. Other forms of display could include video travel commercials, brochures, itinerary and budget
components. Students may be asked to write or discuss what was learned by completing this lesson. Good luck using this lesson. We would greatly
appreciate any feedback on this project.

Used with permission of the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) National Educational Technology Standards (NETS) Project
(http://www.iste.org or http://cnets.iste.org) Contact: Lajeane Thomas, Louisiana Tech University, P.O. Box 3161, Ruston, LA 71272; Voice: 318
257-3923 Email: Ithomas@latech.edu



